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 Engelberg, Switzerland  

March 5-13, 2010  
 

Thirty-five PSC members traveled to the small Swiss town of Engelberg (engel means angel) and discovered that it 
was aptly named.  The town at 3500 feet is surrounded by mountains that soar to 10,000 feet.  In addition to skiing, 
a major attraction is the large Benedictine monastery that many of us toured at various times during the week.    
 
Most of us arrived in Zurich early on Saturday 
morning.  (Two couples traveled separately the next 
day).  Snow started almost immediately, with a total 
accumulation of about 8 inches.  After a narrated 90 
minute bus trip, we arrived at the Terrace Hotel, a 
large 100-year-old hotel on the side of one of the 
mountains overlooking the town.  The hotel is linked 
to the town by 2 elevators and a long tunnel.  Hotel 
personnel seemed a bit surprised to see us so early, 
but set about getting our rooms ready as soon as 
possible.  Meanwhile, many rented skis, while others 
obtained Swiss francs or just relaxed in the large, 
comfortable lobby.  The hotel gave us an orientation 
and distributed our wrist bands, good for unlimited 
drinks during our stay.  This included sodas, juice, coffees, beer, and wine.  Did I say unlimited?!! 
 
The first night we were introduced to the themed dinners that we were to enjoy every night.  These were giant 
buffets with wonderful breads, salads, soups, cheeses, main dishes, and various chefs’ stations.  In addition, an 
entire room was dedicated to desserts.  Included themes were Maritime, Swiss, Pacific-Asian, and Vampire!  
Breakfast buffets were equally bountiful.  We also received coupons good for lunch at 4 locations on Mount Titlis.  
This was very important when we discovered that a bowl of soup could cost as much as $15.  Many of us made 
sure that we were back in the hotel by 4:00 when cake and other goodies were served.  Not surprisingly, all of our 
clothes were a bit tighter at the end of the week!! 
 
Our first ski day was Sunday and we rushed to the slopes to find conditions very crowded.  In addition to the new 
snow and weekend crowds, high winds had shut down some lifts, so we were all funneled onto just a few slopes.  
The day was not wasted since we did get oriented to the mountain and saw some unusual sights, like a full band 
including several sousaphones playing outside the Igloo Village near the top of the first cable car.   

 
The second ski day was much better, with everything open and bright sunny skies over much of the mountain.  
Several of us ventured to the top of the mountain.  This requires 3 lifts, including a revolving gondola.  The top of 
the mountain is a real tourist attraction with many nonskiers going to the observation deck to see the stunning 
views of the Alps.  There is also a restaurant, a gift store selling Swatch watches, and a glacier cave with colorful 
lights.  Before entering the walkways through the glacier cave, you get to select your preferred music! 
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           AT THE TOP LOOKING AT MT. TITLIS 

 
         RIDING THE ROTAIR GONDOLA TO THE TOP 
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Skiing was excellent most days as long as you avoided the 
cloud layer.  The mountain had several challenging 
intermediate runs.  The easier runs led down into the town 
of Engelberg.  Off-slope skiing was popular and 
challenging as well.  Ask Ronnie who spent many hours 
making his way down ungroomed slopes and Danny who 
followed Jim on an exhilarating off-piste adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the week many of us traveled by train to Lucerne 
for a day of sightseeing.  The trip was very scenic and we marveled at how the train converted from cog rail to 

regular rail so effortlessly.  Lucerne had many sights to 
enjoy: an art museum rich with Picassos; a famous old wooden, covered bridge; several baroque churches; a 
famous wounded lion sculpture; and the world’s largest rolling ball clock!   
 

Our hotel provided additional entertainment with nightly shows led by their energetic staff members, who did 
everything from leading ski orientation trips to singing and dancing to providing children’s activities. 
 

The return trip went very smoothly, although after overdosing on Alpenzell and other fine cheeses, we shied away 
from eating cheese on the way home!  We were all grateful to the Colberts for organizing such a wonderful trip.   

Trip report by Jim & Mary Osborn 

 
THE ROTAIR GONDOLA  

 
COVERED BRIDGE 

 
WOUNDED LION SCULPTURE 

 
TOP OF FIRST GONDOLA LOOKING UP THE MOUNTAIN 
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Jeannette Carter is collecting names and email addresses for a kayaking interest group.  She has already 
announced several opportunities.  If you would like to be added to the list, please email her at 
carterjeannette@cox.net. 
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Other activities are in the planning stage.  Please contact Mary Osborn at 229-0655 or osbornva@cox.net with 
ideas for additional activities, especially those you would like to coordinate.   
 

 
FREE HELMET STICKER 
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PSC BOARD May 2009 – April 2010 
President  Mary Jo Leber (757) 238-2200 MJLeber5@MSN.com 
Vice President Heidi Quast  (757) 941-4197 heidiquast@yahoo.com 
Secretary Neal Garrett  (757) 291-1869 ngarrett@tidewaterservice.com 
* Treasurer Mel Anderson (757) 898-6537 pegmel@cox.net 
Membership Ralph Watson  (757) 591-7153 Rwatson11@cox.net 
Non-Ski Chair Mary Osborn  (757) 229-0655 osbornva@cox.net  
*Member-at -Large Ulku Nouri (757) 564-3417 Taygamoon@aol.com 
* Publicity Butch Bolden (757) 868-8198 kaybutchbolden@cox.net 
* Ski Chair Leonard Credeur (757) 868-7347 Karencred@aol.com 

*Ski News Editor Lynn DeGregorio (757) 766-3445 sail475@verizon.net  
Web Master Edie Colbert  (757) 258-3011 colbertj@widomaker.com 
Past President  Melva Mallison  (757) 596-5536 melvamaj@cox.net 

NEXT BOARD MEETING:   4/15/10 
@ 6:30 PM hosted by Mel Anderson  
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For those wanting a free, cute 
miniature peninsulaskiclub.com 
window sticker glued to their helmet, 
bring your helmet to the meeting.  
Provided compliments of the PSC 
Skiing Activities and Publicity 
Committees. 
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Please type or print clearly and sign RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT at bottom . 

Adult Member’s Name:   

Address:   

City:  State:  Zip:   

Home Phone: ___________Cell Phone: __________________Work Phone:  

Spouse’s Cell Phone:  Work Phone: ________________________________ 

Email(s): PRINT CLEARLY!  ___________________________________________ 
If applying for a family membership, list children under 18 who might participate in club-sponsored activities: 

Children (under 18):   

DUES are for One Year Membership from May 1, 2009 until April 30. 2010 
Please check three  appropriate boxes below: (one each in lines 1, 2 and 3)  

1. Membership type: [  ] Individual Dues $25 [  ] Family Dues $40 (2 adults & children under 18) 
2. Membership is: [  ] NEW [  ] Renewing from 2008 ski year. 
3. Payment by: [  ] Cash at meeting or [  ] Check payable to:  Peninsula Ski Club  
 
The club will post a PSC Directory in a PASSWORD PROTECTED file on the website instead of mailing it 
to each household.  This change will save printing and postage expense for the club.  Request you check boxes 
below to grant permission to list personal data in a 'password protected' section of the website:  
[  ] Yes - All listed data,      [  ] No – Do not include my listing on website,      or [  ] only items checked below: 
 [ ] Name(s)       [ ] Address       [ ] Home phone        [ ] Work phone      [ ] Cell Phone     [ ] Email  
  
PLEASE consider serving your PSC as a board member,  activity leader, etc. Contact a board member to volunteer.   
 
COMMENTS/ Suggestions:    
  

 

TO BECOME A CLUB MEMBER YOU MUST READ AND SIGN BELO W: 

RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
I hereby release, and further agree to indemnify and hold harmless, the Peninsula Ski Club of Virginia, Inc., 
and its officers, from any and all liability for any claims made by me or any member of my family for personal 
injuries or property damage or costs incurred due to any accidents or losses sustained by me or any member 
of my family during any club-sponsored or related activities.  

 
Signature:  Date:   
EACH ADULT MUST SIGN INDEMNITY AGREEMENT  
 
Signature:  Date:   
 

Bring application and dues to Ski Club meeting or mail to:  Peninsula Ski Club - MEMBERSHIP 
 P. O. Box 12114  
 Newport News, VA 23612 

May 2009 through April 2010 
 2010 SKI SEASON 

MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 
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